
 

Information and Instructions for Members of the IA class of 2020 and their parents: 

The Indianola Academy appreciates the class of 2020 very much.  We know that these have been difficult times and are 

doing our best to make graduation special.  There are some things that we will all need to do and some rules that we will 

all need to follow as we prepare for graduation next week.  Remember that a student is not required to participate in 

this ceremony.  If any graduate feels they or their family are at risk they may pick up their diploma at school on Friday.  

The mayor is currently reviewing our plan for graduation and we hope to get approval in the next couple of days.  He 

may ask for additional safeguards to be put in place between now and May 14th.  We will notify you if there are 

additional changes.  Again we thank the seniors and their parents for their patience and participation. 

Our plan has been carefully created and reviewed by a medical professional.  In order for us to all be safe we will have to 

make some adjustments that may be difficult.  These are described below: 

1.   Each graduate will be allowed to invite 6 family members who will sit in a marked area on the football field.  These 

family members need to stay together in their area throughout the ceremony.   

2.  The graduate and 6 guests can arrive in no more than 2 vehicles which will enter the North West Gate and park in 2 

lines facing east with ample walking space in between.  Walking lane will be marked and we ask everyone to park 

accordingly.   

3.  The graduate and guests are to remain in their cars until they are told to exit by one of our staff.  At that point the 

family is to exit the vehicle and go to the east gate near the field house.  The senior will go to the area in front of the 

field house to prepare for the processional and the family will stay together and go the area marked for their family on 

the field.  These areas will be chosen randomly by drawing and sent to you in a diagram.  This had to be a part of the 

plan to insure social distancing measures are followed.  We ask that you bring chairs with you.  If you have family 

members who have special needs, please let us know and we will make every attempt to accommodate their needs.   

4.  The graduates will enter together (spaced safely) and take their seats in the home bleachers (safely spaced).  The 

order for the ceremony will be a brief baccalaureate message by a local pastor, a welcome, student speeches, awarding 

of diplomas and academic awards, and recessional.  Mrs. Baird will cover the ceremony with the students in detail at 

graduation practice at 10 am on the day of graduation.   

5.  After the graduates have walked off the track, the families will exit the field with appropriate spacing and leave 

through the same gate the graduates left from.  They will return to their cars and leave the stadium north gate. 

These plans could be amended between now and graduation night.  We will notify you if the situation changes or if 

additional safeguards are requested by the mayor.  We plan to livestream the ceremony in the same way we do our 

football games for anyone who cannot attend.  We are working on a way allowing additional people to watch from the 

visitor bleachers with proper spacing.   

This class has shown their strength by sticking together and getting through the most difficult challenge that I have seen 

in my 35 years in education.  I am so proud of the way they have encouraged each other and not given up.  I want to 

honor them in the most special way we can.  Our plans are dependent upon the approval of our state and local 

government and may change between now and graduation.  I will keep you informed throughout the process.  We will 

also depend on the weather which could also change our plans.  Thank you for your support and understanding. 


