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With the rm belief that the young people of our community need to
grow academically and socially, and with the understanding that the
risk involved for healthy school age children may be very small, IA will
begin the 2020-2021 school year as scheduled. Indianola Academy is
closely monitoring news and information related to the Coronavirus
daily. Indianola Academy o cials are in regular contact with local
health professionals who are a part of the planning and decision
making for our school. The guidelines and procedures in this document
are a result of that consultation and will be reviewed daily and updated
as needed to ensure that we take all necessary precautions to protect
our students, faculty, and sta . Parents and students know that in our
current climate the possibility of exposure to the Coronavirus is present
in every place we go and anytime we are around people. Parents and
students must also understand that exposure is possible even when all
precautions are taken. The intent of this plan is to minimize these risks
as much as possible for our students, faculty, sta , and parents.
Students and parents should understand that all rules and regulations
noted in the handbook are in e ect at all times. It is in everyone's best
interest to closely follow all instructions and guidelines at all times while
on campus.

GUIDELINES FOR THE
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR
The items listed in this plan
pertain to the campus, all
buildings, as well as school
sponsored events.

In an e ort to provide as safe an
environment as possible, only Indianola
Academy students, sta , and teachers
will be allowed in any school building
between the hours of 7:30am-4:00pm.
Parents or visitors may not enter any
building before, during, or after school.
Only employees of Indianola Academy
will be allowed in buildings after 4:00.
These guidelines will outline processes
and procedures for the following items:
Student Arrival and Pick Up
Responses for Students Who Arrive with
a Fever
Exclusion/Sick Room
School Day
Preventative Actions
Campus Cleaning
Communication
Responses to Positive Tests
Summary
Please read this information carefully
and ensure that you and your students
comply with each guideline listed in this
plan.

STUDENT ARRIVAL AND PICK UP
Drop O Procedures:
Beginning at 7:30am, sta will be ready at each receiving area to screen
students before they enter the buildings.
During the drop o , IA teachers and sta are not allowed to enter the
car or reach into the car to remove seat belts. If your child needs help
exiting the car, you may assist them. Upon arrival, students who are
dropped o by a parent will be screened at the car by teaching or
administrative sta . If the student has fever of 100.4 or higher or has any
signs of illness (as directed by the CDC), the parent will be asked to pull
forward and the student’s temperature will be taken again. (Please check
your child's temperature before coming to school.) If the student registers
above 100.4 or higher the second time, they cannot attend classes that
day. If your child is tested for the Coronavirus, please refer to the section
"Response to Positive Cases." If your child is not tested for the Coronavirus,
they may return to school with a doctor’s recommendation or in 3 days
with the 3rd day being fever free without medication for 24 hours.
However, we encourage everyone with a fever of 100.4 or higher to seek a
doctor's care. If a student registers fever that is below 100.4 and above
99.0, they will be placed on a watch list, and their temperature will be
taken throughout the day. Only a student who passed all areas of the
screening will be allowed to enter their building. Students will proceed into
the building to immediately sanitize their hands before going to their
classroom. Students will not wait in the hallway. Indianola Academy
faculty and sta will wear masks and gloves throughout the screening
process.
Pick Up Procedures:
Parents/guardians are to stay in their vehicles at all times, unless they are
buckling a preschooler in their carseat. A sta member will call for the
child and send them to the vehicle. Sta may not enter or reach into the
vehicle.
After school care will be available every day that school is in session and
will follow the same pick up procedures as regular school.

Exclusion/Sick Room

There will be an exclusion space/sick room in each building where a child who
becomes ill or shows signs of illness will stay until they are picked up by a parent or
person assigned by the parent. At that time the temperature of the student will be
taken again. If the student registers above 100.4 or higher the second time, they
cannot attend classes that day. If your child is tested for the Coronavirus, please refer
to the section "Response to Positive Cases." If your child is not tested for the
Coronavirus, they may return to school with a doctor’s recommendation or in 3 days
with the 3rd day being fever free without medication for 24 hours. However, we
encourage everyone with a fever of 100.4 or higher to seek a doctor's care. Each
building will have a sta member who will oversee any student in the sick room.
If multiple students are using the exclusion space at the same time, they will wear a
mask and be separated in the room according to CDC guidelines. All classrooms,
bathrooms, common areas, and surfaces will be cleaned daily with EPA approved
products designed to kill the Coronavirus. Frequently touched surfaces such as desks,
door knobs, etc. will be cleaned multiple times during the day with products designed
to kill the Coronavirus.

School Day procedures
Students in grades K3-5:
These students will be taught in the same room throughout the day. Special class
teachers (music, art, library, and computer) will travel to each homeroom. PE will
take place outside if weather permits. Lunch orders will be taken in advance.
Lunches will be in boxed form and delivered and eaten in the classroom. Parents
must either use a credit card to open an account and deposit money for lunches
online or send a check to Mrs. Evans. For information on how to create an account,
please visit the IA website. We are not accepting cash payments. Students will be
allowed to bring their lunch from home as always. Remember that school rules
prohibit food purchased from restaurants on our campus during the school day.
Students in PreK-3rd grade will be able to purchase milk or juice for snack for 50
cents each day. This money must be separate from lunch money, and no cash will
be accepted at this time. Please send a monthly or weekly check to your child's
homeroom teacher. Assemblies or other large gathering of students will not take
place until conditions allow. Masks will be required for students in grades 4th and
5th when they are in class and common areas. 4th and 5th grade students will not
be assigned lockers at this time to encourage social distancing.
Students in grades 6-12:
These students will change classes throughout the day with staggered schedules to
reduce traffic in the hallways. Masks will be required for all students in these grades
when they are in class or in common areas. Orders for break and lunch will be
taken during first period. Break items and lunches will be in boxes or bags and
delivered and eaten in designated classrooms and parts of the cafeteria. (Students
will remain in the group with their class with proper social distancing at all times.)
Lunch times will be staggered. Parents must either use a credit card to open an
account and deposit money for lunches online or send a check to Mrs. Evans. For
information on how to create an account, please visit the IA website. We are not
accepting cash payments. Students will be allowed to bring their lunch from home
as always. Remember that school rules prohibit food purchased from restaurants
on our campus during the school day. Assemblies or other large gathering of
students will not take place until conditions allow. Grades 6-12 will not be assigned
lockers at this time to encourage social distancing.

Preventative actions
Students and school personnel will sanitize their
hands upon arrival at school and after any activity
throughout the day.
Automatic hand sanitizing dispensers are available
at all entry ways, and there are several in each
hallway.

Students should avoid touching their face at all times.
Children should have their own individual supplies and are not allowed to
borrow or share supplies.
Social distancing must be maintained whenever possible throughout the
school day. Students and staff should avoid physical contact with anyone
else.
Every student must have a mask with them at school.
Hallways are marked with directional tape and students and staff should
use these markings to help maintain social distancing in the hallways.

campus cleaning
All buildings will be professionally cleaned every evening. Our
cleaning staff will use products that are recommended by the
CDC. Cleaning will take place throughout the day. If needed,
additional day staff will be added to maintain common areas,
bathrooms, and frequently used areas throughout the day.
Classrooms contain cleaning supplies recommended by the CDC
that can be used by faculty and students to clean their individual
spaces, door knobs, light switches, and desk tops before and
between class periods as needed.

COMMUNICATION
Important information, updates, and changes in policies
will be communicated to parents using mass texts and
the Indianola Academy Website. Parents and students are
encouraged to visit the website often.

Responses to Positive tests
If a positive case is confirmed in our student body, faculty, or staff,
Indianola Academy will immediately remove students and staff
from any areas which may be affected until it has been fully
disinfected. The student who tested positive and any siblings who
live in the same home will be asked to quarantine at home for a
minimum of 10 days from the date of the test. Students must be
symptom and fever free in order to return to school after the
quarantine. Indianola Academy is bound by privacy laws and will
not publish the name of any person on campus who tests positive.
We will, however, act swiftly to protect others and will quickly notify
local health officials. For the safety of our entire IA family, we ask
that families notify the school of a positive test in their household
and voluntarily quarantine family members for the 10 days from
the date of the test. All students under quarantine will participate in
distance learning during the quarantine. Faculty and staff who test
positive will follow the same guidelines for quarantine and return.

Notice of Risk

IA has taken enhanced health and
safety measures for those who come
to our campus. However, an inherent
risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists in
any public space where people are
present. COVID-19 is a contagious
disease. If infected, you may exhibit no
symptoms, mild symptoms, become
severely ill, or die. According to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, senior citizens and persons
with underlying health conditions are
especially vulnerable. By visiting our
campus, you voluntarily assume all
risks related to the possible exposure
to COVID-19. While on campus you
must follow all posted instructions.

SUMMARY

The way each student, faculty, and staff member conducts themselves on and
off campus will be important to the safety and welfare of everyone. We expect
our students, faculty, and staff to take actions that promote safety for all. With
this goal in mind, a constant effort to educate and inform our students,
faculty, and staff about best practices will be implemented. IA will post signage
providing instructions on enhanced safety and health measures throughout
the campus. Best practices to avoid the virus on and off campus will also be
discussed daily in classrooms to educate our students and help them make
wise choices. Students will also be taught that failing to follow guidelines could
have a negative effect on their classmates, friends, and family.

