
This picture was
taken at the most
recent chapel
and shows
Coach Bridges
demonstrating one
of his amazingof his amazing
magic skills which
baffled teachers
as well as students.

Indianola Academy mourns the loss of our beloved Dr. Ray Bridges.
Coach Bridges taught Bible classes and was a football coach at IA
since his retirement from Delta State University in 2009. He also 
lead Chapel classes using his unmatched “magic” skills to lead
students to faith in Christ. His faith in God was a positive influence
that emanated through his teaching and coaching skills. Coach
Bridges will be greatly missed by everyone at IndianolaBridges will be greatly missed by everyone at Indianola Academy.

Hebrews 12:1
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily en-
tangles, and let us run with perserverance the race marked out for us.
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Indianola Academy is full of studenets talented in
many different ways. Not only do students take on
their academic loads, most play sports and some even
have other projects outside of school. Three seniors
are among those who take on an extensive work load
both in and out of school: Quincee Clark, Lily Putnam,
                                  and John Clayton Chism.
                 Quincee Clark has
                 committed to the
                 Oklahoma State Univ-
                 ersity Division 1
                 equestrian team. Quincee 
                 has amassed an im-
                                  pressive record 
                 throughout her riding
                 career. She has been in the
American Quarter Horse Association top 10 multiple times
throughout her career. She was the AQHYA Youth
Limited National champion. She won the AQHYA level 2
ranch riding world champion and resere world champion 
titles. She has also brought home thetitles. She has also brought home the AQHYA level 3
ranch riding reserve world champion title. Clark also
switched from showing reining horses to showing reined
cow horses and a year later brought home the National
Reined Cow Horse Association Youth Limited World
Champion title. Quincee plans to major in pre-med/
biology while at OSU.
Lily Putnam is anotherLily Putnam is another
senior who has a full
schedule. Lily is a member
of the IA softball and soccer
teams and is an honor
student. She was named an
MAIS All Star in fastpitch
softball. She was recentlysoftball. She was recently
named the Junior President
of the Sunflower County
4-H Livestock Board. Lily
is also a member of the
Sunflower County shooting
team and participated in the Leadership Sunflower County
program last spring. She has been an active member ofprogram last spring. She has been an active member of
4-H since she was eight. Lily is raising eight lambs for the 
2020/2021 show season. She just finished the Magnolia
Junior Sheep and Goat Circuit placing first overall in
senior showmanship. She will compete in her next-to-
last show season this winter. She plans to become a 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.
John Clayton Chism is another busy IndianolaJohn Clayton Chism is another busy Indianola Academy
student. He is a member of the football, golf, and soccer
teams, and is an honor student. He was recently named
the Junior Vice President of the Sunflower County 4-H
Livestock Board. John Clayton has been successful
during his show career. He has won Overall Grand
           Champion Hog at the Dixie Nat-
                      ional livestock show multiple
           times. He is currently raising
           fifteen pigs for the 2020/2021
           show season. He is actively com-
           peting in the Magnolia Junior
           Swine Circuit. He plans to attend
           Mississippi State and major in
                      Ag Business.
                                                

The Indianola Academy Disting-
uished Service award was created
to honor those who served IA in
an outstanding way. The 41st
recipient of this award is Randy
Randall. Randy is a native of
Sunflower County and attendedSunflower County and attended

Inverness High School before coming to IA. He was 
Mr. IA and President of IA’s first graduating class.
After IA, he attended MSU where he was named Who’s
Who, ODK, Blue Key Honor Society, and president of
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. Randy married his wife, Nan, in
1987. He served as President and COO of Planters Bank
until he retired in 2019. He is an active member of theuntil he retired in 2019. He is an active member of the
First United Methodist Church and has been a member
of the Explorer’s Bible study for over 20 years. He has
also taught Sunday School for over 30 years.

Randy served as an officer on the MAIS executive
committee from 2008-2015, including three terms as
president. He also served as president of the Indianola
Academy Board of Directors for several years. His timeAcademy Board of Directors for several years. His time
as president saw IA add programs in art, music, dance,
and soccer. Also in that time, IA adopted the “your
place to shine” branding and revamped its minority
scholarship program. When asked how IA impacted his life
Randy responded, “My wife Nan and I were blessed with
two daughters, Catherine and Sarah Nan and their journey
through Ithrough IA was just as memorable as mine. The school re-
warded them academically and socially, but more im-
portantly, with life skills that are immeasurable.”   

Indianola Academy students are encouraged and even
required to volunteer in community projects. The Student
Council members participated in the Operation Christmas
Child shoebox ministry. They collected toys and items
filling 19 boxes which were shipped around the world to
needy children sharing Christ’s love. Mrs. Alatha Cochran
said, “This has been an amazing outreach for IA.” said, “This has been an amazing outreach for IA.” 
The psychology classes also participated in several hours
of community service by volunteering to raise money for
the Indianola Chamber Mainstreet Association. Mason
Andrews, a senior, stated, “We stuffed more envelopes
than a good cook stuffs turkey on Thanksgiving Day.” 
The Indianola Chamber Mainstreet Association raises
money to help fund Indianolamoney to help fund Indianola’s Community Fund.



Seventeen year old Mason Andrews, a senior at IA, has been
getting a lot of attention around the school and around town
for his artwork. Mason first discovered his love for art at 13
years of age. His inspiration to take his art a step further
started with watching Bob Ross videos and was developed
even more by Nanette Long, former IA art teacher. Mrs. Long
saw great potential in Mason and pushed him to fine tune hissaw great potential in Mason and pushed him to fine tune his
skills. Mason painted a picture of his dog last year that won
first place in the MAIS Art Competition. Mason’s painting of
his dog garnered so much attention that people began calling
him to paint their pets as well. Eventually, someone asked
Mason if he would be willing to paint their children. The like-
ness of the children was so lifelike that other people hired
Mason to paint their loved ones as well. By Christmas, MasonMason to paint their loved ones as well. By Christmas, Mason
had a full schedule of commissioned work! Mason plans to
attend MDCC to major in automotive technology. He plans to
become a mechanic stating that an engine of a car is its own art.

Our varsity and junior varsity cheer and dance teams have done
great work this year. Each squad participated in their camp early
summer to learn material and prepare for the football season 
which looked different this year. All pep rallies, with the ex-
ception of homecoming and two virtual pep rallies, were held
outside due to COVID-19. The JV cheer squad consisted of 13
girls who attended competition upon the end of the footballgirls who attended competition upon the end of the football
season but were unable to perform due to an injury at the last
minute. The JV dance team consisted of 14 girls and was able
to perform their competition routine placing second in their
division. The varsity cheer squad consisted of 13 girls. The co-
captains were Mattie Beth Williamson and Temple Williamson.
During camp all of the girls were able to try out for the UCA
All-American Squad.All-American Squad. The girls who were chosen as All-
Americans are Buffy Perkins, Temple Williamson, Georgia
Guest, Mattie Beth Williamson, Hannah Lloyd, and Leighton
Lovelace. The varsity dance team consisted of 10 girls. The co-
captains were Hannah Aycock and Mary Clayton Brewer.

Over the past 26 years, the Heisman High School
Scholarship program has honored more than
600,000 of the nation’s most esteemed high
school seniors and provided hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in college scholarships. The
program honors the nation’s most accomplished,
community-minded high school senior athletes.community-minded high school senior athletes.
Recipients are chosen based not only on their
athletic ability, but also their academic ex-
cellence. Indianola Academy’s 2021 Heisman
High School Scholar Athletes are Temple William-
son and Walker Zepponi. 



Peyton Andrews and Maddie
Mitchell Nicholas Patterson

Happy Chirp Chirp Day!

The Indianola Academy Booster Club is still needing
new members. They are currently in the process of
having sport signs constructed for championships and
all-stars to be placed at the fields and courts. For more
information on how to join the booster club in order
to help in these projects, contact Tracey Williamson
at twilliamson@indianolaacademat twilliamson@indianolaacademy.org.

The 4th and 5th grade students have enjoyed some
“hands on” learning through our science lab. Mrs.
Beth MacLeod joined our IA faculty as our upper
elementary science teacher this year and has im-
plemented creative strategies for students to explore
science. This fall our students enjoyed nature walks
where they found and examined insects.where they found and examined insects. They even
adopted a spider as their classroom pet. The 4th and
5th graders started observing the hatching process of
their chicks October 26, 2020. They had 5 baby chicks
hatch approximately 21 days later. These students also
used microscopes to observe onion skin slides that
they made. Make sure to check out an upcoming
EnterpriseEnterprise Tocsin newspaper article about Judah
Howell’s grandfather’s visit to the school. It was a
very interesting visit! Our students and faculty are
grateful for our face to face interactions this sem-
ester. We have learned to adapt, and our stuents have
grown through these changes. Our elementary students
continue to remind us of all of the positive experiences
and joy we find through education.and joy we find through education.

Coach Shane Pollan has joined the IA faculty as the
7th grade Life Science and 8th grade U.S. History
teacher. Pollan is originally from Natchez, MS. where he
graduated from Adams County Christian School. He
attended Holmes Community College earning an A.A.
degree in Sports Coaching. He then attened Delta State 
University where he received a B.S.E. in Social ScienceUniversity where he received a B.S.E. in Social Science
Education with a minor in Coaching. Pollan also took
classes in Sports Administration at Belhaven University.
Coach Pollan played as a tight end at HCC, DSU, and
Bellhaven. He previously taught U.S. History at
Cleveland Central High School. While at Cleveland
Central Pollan coached the linebackers on the football
team.team. At IA Pollan will be an assistant football coach
and an assistant baseball coach. Coach Pollan is a 
member of  the Natches Church of God. He stated,
“I am blessed and excited to be a part of IA. Go
Colonels!”

Wrapping paper sales were a resounding success. Our
students exceeded their goal for the fourth straight year.
Barron Williams, a fourth grader, was the top seller. 
Mrs. Donahoe’s 2nd grade class and Mrs. Owen’s 5th
grade class were the top selling classrooms. Wrapping
paper pick-up was handled differently this year due to
COVID-19. Many thanks to our parents and grand-COVID-19. Many thanks to our parents and grand-
parents for picking up at the gym. The PTO also re-
vamped the landscaping around the entrances at the
middle school building and spread pine straw through-
out all of the beds. Pansies were planted as well. The
yearly Christmas luncheon was also a success. It was
catered by Larry’s Fish House. We look forward to our
cookie dough sales which will begin February 8th andcookie dough sales which will begin February 8th and
run through February 19th. We hope that our cookie
sales will do as well as our wrapping paper sales did.






